SSS Blog
Changes to Waste (England and Wales) Regulations
The Waste (England and Wales) Amendment Regs. 2012 changed reg.13.
For some reason, they have removed the definition in 13(2) of the 2011 regs., which states that co-mingling with
subsequent separation is still separation.
What I think they mean is that waste for recycling must be kept separate from waste for landfill. I don't think they really
mean that waste paper must be kept separate from glass, metal, etc., in the recycling stream. Many waste organisations
(including my local council) find it more economical to co-mingle recycling waste and then separate it later rather than
collect separately.
Amended regs
13.—(1) This regulation applies from 1st January 2015.
(2) Subject to paragraph (4), an establishment or undertaking which collects waste paper, metal, plastic or glass must do
so by way of separate collection.
(3) Subject to paragraph (4), every waste collection authority must, when making arrangements for the collection of waste
paper, metal, plastic or glass, ensure that those arrangements are by way of separate collection.
(4) The duties in this regulation apply where separate collection—
(a)is necessary to ensure that waste undergoes recovery operations in accordance with Articles 4 and 13 of the Waste
Framework Directive and to facilitate or improve recovery; and
(b)is technically, environmentally and economically practicable.”.
2011 regs
13.—(1) An establishment or undertaking which collects waste paper, metal, plastic or glass must, from 1st January 2015,
take all such measures to ensure separate collection of that waste as are available to the establishment or undertaking in
that capacity and are—
(a)technically, environmentally and economically practicable; and
(b)appropriate to meet the necessary quality standards for the relevant recycling sectors.
(2) For the avoidance of doubt, co-mingled collection (being the collection together with each other but separately from
other waste of waste streams intended for recycling with a view to subsequent separation by type and nature) is a form of
separate collection.
(3) Every waste collection authority must, when making arrangements for the collection of waste paper, metal, plastic or
glass, ensure that those arrangements are by way of separate collection.
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